
 

The Roma came to Europe more than 500 years ago and their history and culture has become an 

integral part of most European countries. Nevertheless, the Roma people never caused any 

international conflict, no war, and never tried to conquer the territory of another state, yet, the Roma 

were always hated, oppressed and still to this day, attacked. Over the past 300 years, Roma have 

been persecuted, enslaved, tortured, exterminated, children segregated into strange school and 

adults discriminated at work and women sterilized. 

 Although there are international conventions ensuring rights and freedom for all citizens, Roma often 

become victims of persistent human rights violation and democratic freedom. These are the biggest 

socio-economic security problems on a European scale we see in the following spheres of public life: 

1. Poverty - For over two decades, the European Union has been spending huge financial funds to 

eradicate Roma poverty, to improve the overall situation of Roma in The European Union. The 

problem, however, is that these financial flows go to European countries in which no one is 

checking if it is insufficient or inefficient. Due to insufficient control and audit of these financial 

flows, there is huge corruption and fraud. Even greater threat to Roma is deliberate lack of 

financial support for communities. The use of European subsidies still exists and new ghettos are 

emerging in excluded localities and Roma settlements. These are places where people don't 

have access to basic things like water, electrification, gasification and municipal waste disposal. 

It is known about cases where garbage containers are transported after 10 years from places 

where at least 5000 people inhabit. Due to accumulating waste, there has been an increase of 

plagued children, and minimal of medical care has been provided. From a sociological point of 

view, these places are the result of social corruption, pathological phenomena such as crime, 

prostitution and drug addiction among young people.  
 

2. Violence and racism - One of the biggest social and security problem is the rise of infiltration of 

ultra-right and neo-Nazi parties and supporters in today's Europe. The Government tolerates this 

and inadequately prevents racist attacks on small Roma children, as the last time in Lipník nad 

Bečvou in the Czech Republic, a full grown adult attacked five minors, and physically abused 

them. Dozens of racial murders all over Europe, hateful and offensive political discourse, the 

emergence of new xenophobic political parties, which suggests that the whole society is 

unfortunately radicalizing. And we are calling for strict repressive laws throughout Europe to 

protect all citizens without distinction. 
 

3.  Lack of Roma representation in all spheres of public life.  
 

4. Segregation of Roma children, who are still often segregated in schools or classes and do not 

receive adequate education.  
 

5. Discrimination in the labor market and housing.  
 

6. Political discourse defamating the Roma and the suffering of the Roma during the Holocaust.  
 

7.  Non-transparent use of European subsidies for Roma integration.  
 

8. Institutions and organizations representing Roma interests, without Roma representation. 

Therefore, we call on all political states of countries in the European Union, to prevent further 

violation of the rights and freedom of the Roma, as citizens of the European Union should ensure 

equal treatment opportunities and integrate the Roma into the majority in the countries of the 

European Union-a civic engagement. The solution to the current situation, is to create a Roma 

Congress as a new institution to the Council of Europe 
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